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Where will the BID operate?

Over the past months, the prospect of a Business Improvement 
District for Huntingdon has been met with enthusiasm and  
optimism from businesses and companies within the BID area. 
This summary puts in a nutshell the benefits that BID  
Huntingdon will provide for you and the future.

It’s an exciting time for Huntingdon as 
the time for decision on the BID draws 
near. BID Huntingdon plans to give you, 
the businesses, genuine control over the 
delivery of the projects you want.

However, the BID can only go ahead if it 
is approved through an independent and 
confidential ballot. For this to proceed, two 
conditions must be met; firstly, over 50% of 
businesses who vote must vote in favour; 
secondly, those businesses voting ‘yes’ 
must represent more than 50% of the total 
rateable value of all votes cast.

The BID will be funded by a levy of  
1.5% of the rateable value of each eligible 
business in the BID area (see map). If 
the ballot is successful, the levy will be 
mandatory on all eligible businesses with  
a rateable value of more than £5,000.

BID Huntingdon, an independent, not-
for-profit company controlled by the 
private sector, with a Board of up to 17 
Directors elected from businesses within 
the BID area, will run the BID. They will be 
responsible for ensuring chosen projects 
are delivered.

You decide whether BID Huntingdon should 
go ahead by voting in the BID ballot. Ballot 
papers will be sent to all eligible voters by 
21 June 2012. You will have until 5pm on  
19 July 2012 to vote.   

This is your opportunity to agree to an 
investment of over £1 million over five 
years; this is your chance to see footfall 
increase, business performance improve  
and to make Huntingdon a more attractive, 
safer, cleaner, busier town, creating a 
‘Town Team’ with a dedicated BID Manager 
looking after your interests. 

Summary of 
BID Huntingdon 
Business Plan 

SAY ‘YES’ to a BRIGHT   
FUTURE for HUNTINGDON
Don’t miss this unique opportunity
Vote for over £1 million  
investment in your Town Centre

Read more about the BID Huntingdon projects.  See  overleaf...

BID Huntingdon 
23a Chequers Court 
Huntingdon  
Cambridgeshire PE29 3LZ

For more information contact  
Katy Sismore, BID Huntingdon  
Project Manager

Telephone: 01480 450250   
Mobile: 07810 637 534 
Email: katy@bidhuntingdon.co.uk 
Website: www.bidhuntingdon.co.uk



Frequently Asked Questions

Petite Shop/Business/Premise £5,001 £75 £1.45

Small Shop/Business/Premise £10,000 £150 £2.89

Medium Shop/Business/Premise £50,000 £750 £14.43

Large Shop/Business/Premise £100,000 £1,500 £28.85

Type of Business  Rateable Value Annual BID Levy Cost Per Week

  What is a BID? 
A Business Improvement District (BID) is 
a partnership in which businesses from 
a defined area elect to make a collective 
contribution, agree improvements they want 
to make, over and above what the public 
agencies have to do, how they are going to 
manage them and how much they are willing 
to pay. The fund is ring-fenced and used solely 
to deliver the agreed projects.
Is it fair? 
The purpose of a Business Improvement 
District is to give businesses real control over 
the development and delivery of projects and 
to monitor the results. It is aimed at increased 
footfall in the area, leading to an increase in 
business performance. It is flexible enough  
to address the issues of individual sectors  
whilst offering a fair system – those that  
invest, benefit.

Why should I vote YES? 
The BID offers a unique opportunity for 
businesses such as yours to shape and  
define the future of Huntingdon. You have 
invested your time, energy and cash in 
operating your business in the town.  
Voting ‘yes’ will give you the chance to  
make the most of this investment. A BID  
in Huntingdon will give you direct  
influence over your trading environment.
Am I eligible to vote? 
All eligible businesses registered for non-
domestic rates of premises within the BID 
area will be able to vote.

 
What you need to do now… 
Read your copy of the Business Plan when  
it arrives in June. Ballot papers will be sent 
to all eligible voters by 21 June 2012. You 
will have until 5pm on 19 July 2012 to vote. 
Remember, it’s your voice, your choice, so 
vote YES and make sure your voice is heard.

Don’t miss this opportunity to  
improve your town. Voting YES  
gives you the chance to make 
Huntingdon a better place. 

How much will I pay? 
If a majority of businesses vote in favour of the 
BID proposal by 19 July 2012, businesses in 
the BID area will be invoiced for 1.5% of their 
rateable value each year for a period of  
five years. 
 

The Projects
Months of detailed consultation have 
resulted in you telling us what changes  
you would like to see implemented in  
your Town Centre. 

After careful listening and in-depth 
analysis, BID Huntingdon has drafted  
the Business Plan based on four key 
projects that meet your needs.

  Please read the 36 page  
Business Plan for the full story

Project 1: Clean, Safe & Welcoming
Making the Town Centre more attractive & vibrant to visitors
Projected spend over 5 years £325,000 

Welcoming: BID Huntingdon 
Rangers will be on hand 
to provide help, support 
and information to visitors; 
making them feel welcome, 
safe and valued. 
Clean: Extra cleansing and 
maintenance services will 
provide rapid response for 
businesses with focus on 
graffiti, business doorways 

and hot spots. Huntingdon 
will look clean and cared for.
Safe: In partnership with 
Huntingdonshire Business 
Against Crime (HBAC), 
the BID will support FREE 
membership (excluding radio 
rental) and fund projects 
aimed at improving the 
Town’s night time economy.

Project 2: Marketing, Promotions & Events
Giving the Town Centre a higher profile and more visitors
Projected spend over 5 years £308,000 

Voucher Scheme: A new 
scheme selling vouchers 
to businesses, educational 
establishments and the 
public. Only to be redeemed 
in the Town Centre, keeping 
visitor spend local.
Marketing Campaigns: 
Attracting local residents 
and those within a short 
commute; providing reasons 
to visit an improved Town 

Centre and increasing visitor/
shopper numbers.
Events: Deliver two new 
events and promote the 
current events programme to 
attract additional footfall.
Website/Social Media:  
Customer-focused, 
professional, informative 
website/interactive social 
media targeting Town Centre 
shoppers and businesses.

Project 3: Business Support
Benefits of business savings; networking, advice & training
Projected spend over 5 years £100,000 

Business Savings: Through 
central procurement, using 
the buying power of the 
BID Town Team, savings 
will be made on costs such 
as insurance, trade waste, 
recycling and energy. 
Networking: Significant 
opportunities exist 
for all businesses and 
organisations, through 
exchange of expertise, 

intra-trading. Keeping 
up to date with progress 
on the anticipated major 
developments in town. 
Advice & Training: Advice 
on marketing and design 
helping all to compete 
successfully in the world of 
websites and social media. 
Training on core subjects 
proving cost effective and 
‘keeping it local’.

Project 4: Access, including parking
Parking promotions, find your way – something for everyone
Projected spend over 5 years £100,000 

Parking Promotions: A series 
of specific, measurable, free 
or discounted car parking 
promotions to achieve 
increased footfall for specific 
periods of time. 
Signage and Maps: 
Investigate a ‘way-finder’ 
system for coordinated 
signage so visitors can find 
your business. Update 
existing town wall maps, 

that show the location of all 
businesses/organisations, 
and the coordinating FREE 
‘Shops & Services’ leaflet. 
Shopmobility: Work together 
to promote and support 
this successful town-based 
charity, aimed at those  
with limited mobility.  
A unique service  
in Huntingdonshire. 

This table gives an idea of your contribution


